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PROTECTING YOUR HORSES DURING FLU SEASON

3 Tips to Protect Your Horse During Flu Season

Coronavirus has dominated the headlines, but equine influenza virus

(EIV) makes news of its own this time of year. Horses are in the midst of

equine flu season, which extends from December through April, accord-

ing to data from the Equine Respiratory Biosurveillance Program. To
protect your horse from EIV now—and any time of year—keep these tips
in mind.

1. Rethink your horse’s EIV risk

The number of horses infected with EIV has been trending upward since

2008, according to data from the Biosurveillance Program.” Veterinari-

ans recommend including EIV in a horse’s vaccination program based on

the diseases circulating in the horse’s area and on the horse’s lifestyle.

When thinking about your horse’s EIV risk, remember that:

e  EIV spread occurs with or without travel. Even horses who don’t
leave the farm are at risk of EIV, particularly if other horses come
and go.

e  EIV affects both young and old horses.

2. Time vaccines for flu season

With equine flu season lasting from December to April, your horse could

benefit much more from receiving the spring EIV vaccine in February or

March. In addition to timing, the number of vaccinations given also plays

an important role in protecting horses. The American Association of

Equine Practitioners vaccination guidelines recommend horses at in-

creased risk of EIV receive a booster vaccination every six months. On-
going data from the Biosurveillance Program shows many horses are
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under-vaccinated, receiving just one EIV vaccination per year (or less).
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3. Stay on top of an evolving virus Animal Health

Equine flu changes like human flu does; although, at a much slower rate.
This is referred to as antigenic drift.

Therefore, it’s critical to use a vaccine that’s updated to account for the
most recent flu strains. Ongoing monitoring shows Florida ‘13 is the
strain closest to the EIV currently circulating in our horses.® PRESTIGE®
inactivated influenza-containing vaccines from Merck Animal Health are
the only EIV vaccines that include the Florida '13 strain. Learn more
about the PRESTIGE® line of vaccines

With these tips, you’ll go a long way in helping make sure your horse

stays protected this flu season. By remembering the EIV risks and choos-
ing an EIV vaccine that has changed along with the virus, you’ll help
keep equine flu away all year round.
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https://aaep.org/guidelines/vaccination-guidelines/risk-based-vaccination-guidelines/equine-influenza
https://www.merck-animal-health-equine.com/products/vaccines
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Animal Health Having essential first aid products in the barn can make
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CHECK With Jouriocal 4" ELTear Bandage Wrap Vetericyn Plus Poultice Pads

ﬁwfd -LI) U-ﬂldj wﬂﬂjﬁ' Ideal for use as a leg

wrap, running bandage, tail  Anfimicrobial Wound & Skin
wrap, or to help hold other  care sprays, gels, ointments.
bandages in place. Pink eye

Works for a variety of
Different injuries or issues
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i Eve Washes & S _
Ricehol & lodine Ophthalmic Ointments Basic First Rid Supplies
Wound disinfectants . . Gloves. Gauze. Scissors ”
And scrubs Anhmlcrc_Jb_lo! eye washes S, , , 4 ASPE" EZ TEAR
and antibiotic ointments Syringes, Needles
BANDAGE WRAP

DO YOU NEED A SOIL SAMPLE FOR YOU PASTURE?

Soil samples are a great tool to use to see what

8 your soil may have too much of or may be Iocklng)
B8 Your local Brubaker Grain can help you with supplies to s

2 collect your sample as well as a recommendation to amend | ;_\
your soil N

In-Store Use ONLY
Cannot be combined with other discounts

Soil Sample Bags can
be picked up free of
chargel!
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DID YOU KNOW2

We stock many essential farm & stable products
in-store! Stop in to check out our selection or talk to a
Brubaker Grain representative for more information!
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